Historic Valley

Chambly Canal 1

The tides of history have swept repeated-
ly through this valley, following the river
that drains Lake George into Lake
Champlain, 220 feet below. When forests
covered the land, people traveled by
water, so this short link between the 33
miles of Lake George and the 135 miles
United States of Lake Champlain served as the main
highway between Abenaki and Iroquois
Indian territory, and later between
English colonies and French Canada.
The portage, a path for carrying canoes
between the lakes, passed a few hundred
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Ticonderoga . .
During the nineteenth century,

a stage coach carried travelers
between the two lakes. In 1840,
the hotel owners at each end of the
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