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The First Bloody Encounter
La premiere rencontre sanglante

On September 6, 1814, the British Army
consisting of several thousand soldiers started
the last leg of its march from West Chazy to
Plattsburgh. Eyewitness Henry L. Dominy,
later recalled, “Early the next morning, just
before sunrise, the British army marched. It
took 2¥2 hours for them to pass.” Just to the
north, the army split and an estimated 3,000
troops headed down along the Ashley Road to
where you are standing.

General Benjamin Mooers encamped with

700 militia on the previous night in East
Beekmantown. He was joined on the morning

of September 6th by 250 regular American
soldiers under the command of Major John
Wool. In order to delay the British, Mooers sent
a detachment to destroy the bridge crossing Silver
Creek (now Rea Brook). Wool took position near
the Ira Howe house. The family barn was used as
a temporary hospital during the exchange.

The British arrived early and were able to cross “A portion of the militia have entailed an eternal disgrace on themselves, many

the creek, wounding and capturing some of

the militiamen. As the Americans retreated, a
heavy skirmish erupted and several were killed
or wounded. Seeing the evermoving wave of red
uniforms, many of the improperly trained militia
broke ranks and ran.

of whom have left the ranks and gone home.” — General Benjamin Mooers

“Une artie de la milice Vit SOUs une étemelle dlS dC@, ayant quitté les Tangs
pOMT retourner Ch@Z eux. = Géné'ral Benjamin Mooers

Overwhelmed by the superior numbers of the
British forces, the Americans retreated towards
Plattsburgh, but they continued to contest the
determined British. Major Wool and his men,
along with about 30 remaining militia, made their
next stand at Culver Hill, just to the south. By
nightfall, it was to be a bloody day for the British.

IRA HOWE'S, BEEKMANTOWN

“The Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812” by John Benson

Lossing, 1868. Special Collections, Benjamin F. Feinberg
Library, State University of New York at Plattsburgh, NY.

Ira Howe’s house still stands just to the south of this location.

La maison Ira Howe est encore debout juste au sud de ce point.
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American militia firing at invading British army.

La milice américaine faisant feu sur 'armée britannique.

The British army, many of whom were hardened veterans of
the Napoleonic Wars, included the East Kent Regiment
known as the 3rd Buffs, as well as the Canadian Voltigeurs.

Larmée britannique, dont plusieurs étaient vétérans des
guerres napoléoniennes, incluant le régiment d’East Kent,
connu sous le nom de “3rd Buffs”, et les Voltigeurs Canadiens.

American army in formation firing at the British.

Larmée américaine en formation faisant feu sur
les britanniques.
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Le 6 septembre 1814, une armée britannique de
plusieurs milliers de soldats débuta la derniére
phase de sa longue marche de West Chazy jusqu’a
Plattsburgh. Henry L. Dominy, témoin oculaire
de I'époque nota : “A 'aube du matin suivant,

je vis 'armée britannique marcher, il fallu aux
soldats plus de deux heures et demi pour passer
devant moi’. Juste au nord, I'armée se sépara, et

3,000 soldats marchérent le long de Ashley Road

jusqu’au point ou vous étes présentement.

Le général Benjamin Mooers campa avec 700
miliciens a East Beekmantown. Au matin du 6
septembre, il fiit rejoint par 250 soldats américains
sous le commandement du major John Wool.
Afin de retarder I'avance des britanniques,

Mooers envoya un détachement pour détruire le
pont de Silver Creek (maintenant Rea Brook).
Wool prit position prés de la maison Ira Howe.

La ferme de famille fat utilisée comme hopital
pendant |'altercation.

Les britanniques arrivérent tot et furent en mesure
de croiser la riviére, blessant et capturant plusieurs
membres de la milice. Les américains, plusieurs
d’entre eux sans entrainement militaire, durent
retraiter rapidement au milieu du mouvement
rapide de milliers d’'uniformes rouges.

Déclassés par les forces britanniques, les
américains durent fuir vers Plattsburgh sans
toutefois capituler. Le major Wool et ses hommes
ainsi qu’une poignée de miliciens offrirent leur
dernier combat a Culver Hill au sud. A la tombée
de la nuit, 'armée britannique devait subir encore
plusieurs pertes.



